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Hubei Flower-drum Opera or huaguxi (premiered 2002)
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Huaguxi or Flower-drum Opera, is one of the regional song-dance 

theatres in the Hubei area, with a history of about 150 years. 

Developed from the local folk song and dance, it has been popular in 

the countryside. 

Premiered in 2002, The Orphan of Zhao has given over 300 

performances. It has been warmly welcomed by both urban and rural 

audiences. The main features of the production are as follows:

The plots of intrigue in court and revenge against evil were simpliied, 
whereas the protagonist’s wife and the orphan’s mother (the 

Princess) were given prominence. Their feelings towards their sons 

were depicted through touching songs and beautiful movements 

emphasising love and humanity while playing down the story of 

revenge. 

Reinforcing the singing parts to highlight the characteristics of the 

huaguxi. In scenes like ‘Han Jue Releases the Orphan’ and ‘Bidding 

Farewell to the Orphan’, large sections of monologues were adapted 

into songs with additional lines of lyrics. Thus the art of aria singing in 

the local opera is underscored.

Using local idioms and expressions, and the rise and fall of the tones 

of the dialect, the production conveys the grass-roots culture. For 

example, the use of a nursery rhyme throughout the opera adopted 

a folk tune to evoke the local colour of the Jianghan Plain in the 

performance.

-- Wu Peiyi (Producer)
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Princess Zhuang Ji asks Doctor 

Cheng Ying to put the orphan in 

his medicine chest and smuggle 

him out of the palace. 
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Sixteen years later, the orphan 

meets his natural mother 

Zhuang Ji during a hunting 

trip. They immediately feel an  

affection for each other although 

they have never met before.
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Having learnt his true life 

story, the orphan and his 

natural mother pay tribute 

to all the heroes who have 

sacriiced their lives for them. 
The orphan swears to Cheng 

Ying and his wife: ‘You will 

always be my real parents!’
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