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The Chinese Theatre research network Performing China on the Global Stage, later to become Staging China, was created in late 2011. One
strand was to develop the concept of a devised piece based on the female characters in four plays by Cao Yu which had been a feature of the
Cao Yu centenary celebrations in 2011. A company was formed to take The Sun is Not for Us first to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in August
2012 and then to China in November 2012. A co-curricular company of fifteen students from three University Schools was formed, again with
the 2011 performance David Jiang as director. Also engaged were Li Ruru, specialist in Chinese theatre, stepdaughter of Cao Yu and originator
of the network; Susan Daniels, Fellow in Arts & Cultural Education, co-leader; and Steve Ansell, production manager and artistic director of the
University’s licensed theatre, stage@leeds.
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As in 2011, the majority of the company were new to both Chinese theatre and to Chinese culture. Considerable research and reading were
started, and it was determined to create a pilot production for critique by an invited audience at Leeds in June 2012.
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